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Message from the 
Senior Leadership Team

Dear Parents & Carers,

Happy New Year!

We offer a warm welcome back to school to all of
our students this chilly January. We want to
thank all of the families who have maintained
excellent punctuality and attendance in the

Mrs Gentles

Autumn term and challenge those of you who may have struggled
with attendance to make improvements in the new term. Consistent
attendance has a huge impact on success in school and throughout
life.
This term we have lots of school trips, as well as workshops, both for
students and for parents. Please keep an eye out for the texts and
letters that are sent out to make sure you make the most of these
fantastic opportunities. A reminder as well that clubs start next
week and, once again, we have a great range of different activities to
interest and engage our students.
We’re really pleased to continue to work with you to ensure your
children are given the very best opportunities to thrive both in the
classroom and in the wider school community.

Warm regards
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EYFS Production

In December, Nursery held its annual festive sing-along, followed 
by arts and crafts. The children had been practicing hard, and their 
singing on the day was amazing. They then enjoyed a variety of 
craft activities with their parents and some delicious refreshments.
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KS1 Christmas Production
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KS2 Christmas Performances
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Christmas Fete
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DT

Year 6 are excited to showcase their stunning 
Ferris wheels, which they created in DT!
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MFL - POLISH
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Holiday Projects

Achievement

Congratulations to Marish and 
Willow MFL Team for achieving 

Accreditation/Reaccreditation of 
the British Council International 

School Award (ISA). 

Our students have brought in some incredibly 
creative holiday projects! Their hard work and 
imagination truly shine. Well done, everyone! 
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Healthy Lifestyle

Issue 73 - Jan 2025 Page 9

Activities to keep fit at home
Exercise: Gazelle's Try Everything
Players: 2 or more

Where to play? Indoors or outdoors

How to play

1. In pairs, stand opposite each other and hold each other's left hands. 
You must now squat down without letting go or touching the floor. 
Repeat 10 times.

2. Now swap hands and repeat 10 times.

3. Try again, This time, put one foot out in front of you, not touching 
the floor. Repeat 10 times.

4. Finally get into a press-up position, hands opposite each other. After 
each press-up, high-five each other. Repeat on the opposite side.

5. Can you and your partner keep going for at least 10 minutes?
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Method:
1. Cook the carrots, swede or turnip and potatoes in a large saucepan of gently 

boiling water for about 20 minutes, until tender.
2. Preheat the grill. When the vegetables have been cooking for 10 minutes, grill 

the sausages for 10 to 12 minutes, turning often.
3. At the same time, start to make the red onion gravy. Heat the vegetable oil in 

a large non-stick frying pan and add the onion, cooking until soft and lightly 
browned – about 3 to 4 minutes.

4. Pour in the stock and water, add the herbs, then simmer for 4 to 5 minutes. 
Add the blended cornflour and stir until thickened. Keep hot over a low heat.

5. Drain and mash the vegetables and season with black pepper.

Preparation time - 20 mins
Cooking time - 25 mins
Makes - 4 Servings

Ingredients 

• 4 carrots (about 300g), chopped
• 300g swede or turnip, cut into chunks
• 700g potatoes, cut into chunks
• 8 reduced-fat sausages
• 1 teaspoon vegetable oil
• 1 large red onion, thinly sliced
• 100ml reduced-salt vegetable or chicken stock
• 200ml cold water
• 1 tablespoon fresh parsley, chopped
• 1 teaspoon dried mixed herbs
• 2 tablespoons cornflour blended with 1 tbsp of cold water
• 1 pinch ground black pepper

https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/sausage-and-mash/

OLD SCHOOL SAUSAGE AND MASH RECIPE

https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/sausage-and-mash/
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Jan 2025

Reception: 88.63%

Year 1: 88.08%

Year 2: 92.45%

Year 3: 91.37%

Year 4: 86.38% 

Year 5: 87.88%

Year 6: 88.00%

Target: 96%

Jan 2025

Reception: 79.66%

Year 1: 92.98%

Year 2: 90.40%

Year 3: 88.62%

Year 4: 92.01%

Year 5: 95.00%

Year 6: 93.22%

Target: 96%

Marish Willow 

Last month’s 100% 
attendance

reward was a pack of 
a mini cheddars!
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Date Session Staff Lead Venue

14/1/25
Tuesday

SEN Unit Toddler Soft 
Play session

Pastoral Care team
SEN unit

Time: 9:00am - 10:00am

22/1/25
Wednesday

Year 6 SATS meeting
Mrs Mughal and Mr 

Fuller
Main Hall

2:00pm - 3:00pm

22/1/25
Wednesday

Year 6 SATS meeting
Mrs Ogundipe and 

Mrs Baxi
Main Hall

2:00pm – 3:00pm

28/1/25
Tuesday

SEN Unit Toddler Soft 
Play session

Pastoral Care team SEN unit
Time: 9:00am – 10:00am

25/2/25
Tuesday

Reception Stay and Read 
session

Invite only

EYFS team
EYFS team

In Reception classes

3/3/25
Monday

Book week
Reading with children Reading team

Main Hall
2:00pm – 3:00pm

4/3/25
Tuesday

Book week
Reading with children Reading team

Main Hall
2:00pm – 3:00pm

4/3/25

Tuesday

Reception Stay and Read 
session

Invite only

EYFS team

EYFS team
In Reception classes

11/3/25

Tuesday

Reception Stay and Read 
session

Invite only

EYFS team

EYFS team
In Reception classes

12/3/25
Wednesday

E-safety coffee morning Mr Sinclair
Willow School Hall at 

8:30am

13/3/25
Thursday

E-safety coffee morning Mr Sinclair
Marish School Hall at 

8:30am

All workshops will take place in the school hall. Pupils are welcome to attend with their parents and 
there is no requirement to reserve a place, all parents are welcome.
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Timings of the School Day from December

Soft start is from 8:15am to 8:30am for all year groups except Nursery.

SEN Unit:
Nursery:
Nursery full time (Marish)
Reception:
Year 1 and Year 2:
Year 3 and Year 4:
Year 5 and Year 6:

Doors open 8:15am to 8:45am and then at 3:00pm 
8:00 – 11:00am and 12:00pm – 3:00pm 
8:00am – 3:00pm 
8:30am – 3:15pm 
8:30am – 3:15pm 
8:30am – 3:25pm
8:30am – 3:25pm

Fees for Breakfast club and Meerkats

Ensure that you drop your child off at the designated entrance. Do not leave 
them unsupervised on the school grounds.

Full time only sessions, £2, parents still need to order and pay for school dinner in addition 
to this.
If you would like your child to attend Breakfast club or Meerkats you will need to apply for a 
space.  For more information or an application form, enquire at the school office.

Please note, there is a different payment schedule for Pupil Premium/ Free School Meal 
pupils. Please contact the office before applying.

All pupils must be booked in advance otherwise they will not be allowed to attend. If your 
child attends Meerkats without a booking you will be charged the late fee.
Children must not attend Breakfast Club without a booking as numbers are limited. Please 
book a week in advance.

You are required to sign your child in to Breakfast Club and out of Meerkats each day.

Meerkats Before 4pm After 4pm

£2 £5

Breakfast Club £1 per day -

Late collection £5 per 15 minutes -
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School Uniform

Our Trust school uniform consists of: 

• Red/Green sweatshirt or cardigan (Red for Marish and Green for Willow) 

• Navy blue trousers, shorts or skirt

• White shirt or polo shirt

• Black smart shoes (no boots, high heels or platforms)

• Nursery – the above with grey or black jogging bottoms

• PE Kit – red plain round neck T-shirt, black shorts or jogging bottoms

• A plain black tracksuit to wear over the PE kit for outdoor lessons in cold weather. 

Trainers/plimsolls will work for outside lessons

• Swimming is a part of the Year 4 curriculum and pupils are expected to have appropriate swim 

wear with a swimming hat

All items of clothing must be clearly labelled with the child’s name.
The only jewellery allowed is one small stud in each ear, a watch and that which is a specific 

religious requirement. These must all be removed for PE. The child must take full responsibility for 
looking after these items. the school will accept no responsibility for their loss or damage.
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Click here to 
sign petition

https://democracy.slough.gov.uk/mgEPetitionDisplay.aspx?id=109&TPID=40822411&$LO$=1
https://democracy.slough.gov.uk/mgEPetitionDisplay.aspx?id=109&TPID=40822411&$LO$=1
https://democracy.slough.gov.uk/mgEPetitionDisplay.aspx?id=109&TPID=40822411&$LO$=1


Marish Academy Trust Newsletter
NewsletterIssue 73 - Jan 2025

Some Useful Information

Issue 73 - Jan 2025 Page 22

https://democracy.slough.gov.uk/mgEPetitionDisplay.aspx?id=109&TPID=40822411&$LO$=1
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https://democracy.slough.gov.uk/mgEPetitionDisplay.aspx?id=109&TPID=40822411&$LO$=1

