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Message from the 
Senior Leadership Team

Dear Parents & Carers,

Just like that, another busy and successful half term
passes us by. I would like to take a moment to express my
heartfelt thanks to each of you for your continued
support and commitment to our school community.

This term, we have witnessed further achievements from
our students, both inside and outside the classroom.
From academic progress to extra-curricular activities,

Warm regards
Mr Clifford
Assistant Headteacher

their enthusiasm and hard work never cease to amaze me. I am incredibly
proud of the resilience, curiosity, and kindness that they demonstrate daily.

Of course none of this would be possible without you, our parents and carers.
Your engagement, whether through attending meetings, supporting school
events, or encouraging your child’s learning at home, plays a crucial role in the
success of our school. We truly appreciate everything you do to help create a
positive and thriving environment for our students.

As we break once again to recharge our batteries, please ensure you also take
some time to relax and enjoy quality moments with your family. We look
forward to welcoming all students back to school on Monday 24th February
for the second part of our spring term. It promises to be yet another exciting
chapter in our school year, including the ever-popular, annual book week!
On behalf of the whole school, I wish you all a wonderful break.
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The children had an exciting time exploring 
the story Aliens Love Underpants, fully 
immersing themselves in the tale by wearing 
underpants, alien masks, glasses, and 
antennas—bringing the story to life in a fun 
and engaging way!
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The children are discovering the exciting world of astronauts, 
exploring what they do in space through imaginative play with 
spaceships and rocks, while dressing up as astronauts to bring 
their learning to life!
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Nursery children have been 
exploring the world of jungle 

animals through their key text 
Walking Through the Jungle. They 

have been learning to recognise 
different animal sounds and 

discovering the creatures that live 
there. They had great fun creating 

their own jungle animals, 
practicing pencil control by 

writing in jungle-themed sand, 
and developing scissor skills by 

‘freeing’ animals tied up in string!
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Reception children enjoyed creative art activities 
focussing on numbers. They had fun making number 
faces, creating caterpillars, and engaging in hands-on 
tasks to strengthen their number recognition, building 
confidence and a deeper understanding of numbers.
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This half-term, Year 2 explored Islam through exciting hands-on experiences. They 
visited a mosque to learn how Muslims pray, wrote their names in Arabic, dressed 
in traditional attire, and tasted all the fruits mentioned in the Holy Quran, making it 
a fun and immersive learning journey.
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In Science, year 4 have been learning about the topic of Sound. As part of this 
topic, they had to experiment to find the best material to soundproof an alarm. The 
children chose the materials themselves, and then used these to test their 
predictions. It was a fun lesson and the children learnt a lot about how well sound 
travels through different materials. 
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Art

Children from Years 2 – 6 showcased 
their creativity in an Art competition 
inspired by Frida Kahlo! Their 
stunning portraits celebrate her 
vibrant style and passion for self-
expression. Well done, young artists! 
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This term, Year 3 students explored natural art, inspired by British artist 
Andy Goldsworthy. Using leaves, twigs, and stones, they created unique 
prints, experimenting with natural colours and textures. This hands-on 
experience deepened their creativity and connection to nature. We 
encourage families to continue this exploration at home and are proud 
of the beautiful artwork the children have created!
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MFL - SWEDISH
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PE COMPETITION

A huge well done to our Year 1&2 team for finishing in an incredible 2nd 
place—what an achievement! The effort, skill, and enthusiasm from all 
the children were fantastic to see.

Well done, Willow! Both our Year 5 & 6 boys’ and girls’ football teams had a 
fantastic experience playing against Khalsa. The teams walked together to the 
match, supporting each other along the way, and put their skills to the test in a 
great display of teamwork and determination. 
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British Council Award

British Council International School Award success for Marish & Willow Primary Schools.
Both Schools’ international work includes letters shared between Spanish and Ghanaian
partner schools, a video conference with our Spanish partner school, a whole school
Euros project, International Language of the Month, and studies about Van Gogh and
Matisse.
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Activities to keep fit at home
Exercise: Lightning McQueen's Track Race
Players: 2 or more

Where to play? Outdoors

How to play
1. Grab some friends and mark out a race track outside.

2. Get into pairs, then choose 1 person to hold the other's legs so they 
can walk on their hands.

3. Say "On your marks, get set, go!" and race around the track 3 times.

4. Swap over and race again.

5. Which team can win the most races in 10 minutes? If there's only 1 
team, race against the clock.
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Method:
1. Preheat the grill. Toast the undersides of the crumpets until crispy – about 2 

minutes.

2. Remove from the grill, flip the crumpets over and spread each with 1 
teaspoon of tomato purée. Arrange the sliced tomatoes on top and grill for 2 
minutes.

3. Sprinkle the herbs and cheese evenly over the crumpets, season with pepper 
to taste, and grill until the cheese melts and bubbles – another minute or so. 
Serve at once.

Preparation time - 5 mins
Cooking time - 5 mins
Makes - 4 cakes

Ingredients 

• 4 crumpets
• 4 tablespoons tomato purée
• 4 tomatoes, sliced
• 2 teaspoons dried mixed herbs
• 40g reduced-fat hard cheese, grated
• 1 pinch of ground black pepper

https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/pizza-crumpets/

PIZZA CRUMPETS

Try using wholemeal pitta breads as a change from crumpets. Just 
skip grilling the underside.

Add a little chopped cooked ham, chopped cooked chicken or 
extra vegetables, such as sliced peppers, courgette or mushrooms 
on the crumpets before sprinkling with the cheese.

https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/pizza-crumpets/
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Feb  2025

Reception: 91.24%

Year 1: 93.62%

Year 2: 94.92%

Year 3: 92.98%

Year 4: 95.36% 

Year 5: 91.54%

Year 6: 93.54%

Target: 96%

Feb  2025

Reception: 93.52%

Year 1: 90.67%

Year 2: 96.83%

Year 3: 96.72%

Year 4: 94.07%

Year 5: 95.76%

Year 6: 94.33%

Target: 96%

Marish Willow 

Last month’s 100% 
attendance

reward was a pack of 
a biscuits!
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Date Session Staff Lead Venue

25/2/25
Tuesday

Reception Stay and Read 
session

Invite only

EYFS team
EYFS team

In Reception classrooms

3/3/25
Monday

Book week
Reading with children Reading team

Main Hall
2:00pm – 3:00pm

4/3/25
Tuesday

Book week
Reading with children Reading team

Main Hall
2:00pm – 3:00pm

4/3/25

Tuesday

Reception Stay and Read 
session

Invite only

EYFS team

EYFS team
In Reception classrooms

11/3/25

Tuesday

Reception Stay and Read 
session

Invite only

EYFS team

EYFS team
In Reception classrooms

12/3/25
Wednesday

E-safety coffee morning Mr Sinclair
Willow School Hall at 

8:30am

13/3/25
Thursday

E-safety coffee morning Mr Sinclair
Marish School Hall at 

8:30am

All workshops will take place in the school hall. Pupils are welcome to attend with 
their parents and there is no requirement to reserve a place, all parents are welcome.
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Timings of the School Day from December

Soft start is from 8:15am to 8:30am for all year groups except Nursery.

SEN Unit:
Nursery:
Nursery full time (Marish)
Reception:
Year 1 and Year 2:
Year 3 and Year 4:
Year 5 and Year 6:

Doors open 8:15am to 8:45am and then at 3:00pm 
8:00 – 11:00am and 12:00pm – 3:00pm 
8:00am – 3:00pm 
8:30am – 3:15pm 
8:30am – 3:15pm 
8:30am – 3:25pm
8:30am – 3:25pm

Fees for Breakfast club and Meerkats

Ensure that you drop your child off at the designated entrance. Do not leave 
them unsupervised on the school grounds.

Full time only sessions, £2, parents still need to order and pay for school dinner in addition 
to this.
If you would like your child to attend Breakfast club or Meerkats you will need to apply for a 
space.  For more information or an application form, enquire at the school office.

Please note, there is a different payment schedule for Pupil Premium/ Free School Meal 
pupils. Please contact the office before applying.

All pupils must be booked in advance otherwise they will not be allowed to attend. If your 
child attends Meerkats without a booking you will be charged the late fee.
Children must not attend Breakfast Club without a booking as numbers are limited. Please 
book a week in advance.

You are required to sign your child in to Breakfast Club and out of Meerkats each day.

Meerkats Before 4pm After 4pm

£2 £5

Breakfast Club £1 per day -

Late collection £5 per 15 minutes -
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School Uniform

Our Trust school uniform consists of: 

• Red/Green sweatshirt or cardigan (Red for Marish and Green for Willow) 

• Navy blue trousers, shorts or skirt

• White shirt or polo shirt

• Black smart shoes (no boots, high heels or platforms)

• Nursery – the above with grey or black jogging bottoms

• PE Kit – red plain round neck T-shirt, black shorts or jogging bottoms

• A plain black tracksuit to wear over the PE kit for outdoor lessons in cold weather. 

Trainers/plimsolls will work for outside lessons

• Swimming is a part of the Year 4 curriculum and pupils are expected to have appropriate swim 

wear with a swimming hat

All items of clothing must be clearly labelled with the child’s name.
The only jewellery allowed is one small stud in each ear, a watch and that which is a specific 

religious requirement. These must all be removed for PE. The child must take full responsibility for 
looking after these items. the school will accept no responsibility for their loss or damage.
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Dear Parents/Carers,

We will be running a club during the February half term for any children aged 5 and 
over. The Holiday
Club will be open from Monday 17th February until Friday 21st February from 
8:30am – 3:45pm.
This club will run at Marish School.

The costs are:
£25.00 per day per child
£35.00 per day for 2 children
£45.00 per day for 3 children
£55.00 per day for 4 children

Please provide your child with a packed lunch.

The numbers will be limited so please return the slip as soon as possible. It is 
important that the slip is returned with the days requested as we need to make sure 
that we have the correct staff to children ratio.

Full payment must be paid on ParentPay by Monday 10th February and is non-
refundable.

The children will have lots of activities that they can participate in including cooking, 
art & craft, dance and fun sports.

If you have any questions, please ring the office number and ask for Mrs Beard.

Yours sincerely

S Beard
Sharon Beard
Holiday Club Manager



Marish Academy Trust Newsletter
NewsletterIssue 75 - Feb 2025

E-Safety

Issue 75 - Feb 2025 Page 20



Marish Academy Trust Newsletter
NewsletterIssue 75 - Feb 2025

E-Safety

Issue 75 - Feb 2025 Page 21



Marish Academy Trust Newsletter
NewsletterIssue 75 - Feb 2025

Some Useful Information

Issue 75 - Feb 2025 Page 22



Marish Academy Trust Newsletter
NewsletterIssue 75 - Feb 2025

Some Useful Information

Issue 75 - Feb 2025 Page 23



Marish Academy Trust Newsletter
NewsletterIssue 75 - Feb 2025

Some Useful Information

Issue 75 - Feb 2025 Page 24



Marish Academy Trust Newsletter
NewsletterIssue 75 - Feb 2025

Some Useful Information

Issue 75 - Feb 2025 Page 25



Marish Academy Trust Newsletter
NewsletterIssue 75 - Feb 2025

Some Useful Information

Issue 75 - Feb 2025 Page 26

Family Fun Day

Family Crafts, Storytelling, Dressing up & treasure hunt.

Pug Yard Learning Centre, Windsor Castle, St Albans Street, Windsor.

Tuesday, 18th February 2025

10:00 - 14:00

Booking is necessary via exclusive link below. Note: no entry to The Castle (closed)

https://tickets.rct.uk/product/11/6034

We extend an invitation to all families to join us this February half-term for our free 
Family Fun Day.

Children can enjoy some creative crafting at the Castle's Learning Centre and even 
make a memento to take away.

We will also have costume handling workshops during the day for the children to 
dress up as historical characters. They can discover the important black people in the 
castle’s history by taking part in a code-breaking treasure hunt in the Pug Yard.

Upstairs children can enjoy Caribbean stories in our Interactive storytelling sessions. 
There’s so much to do!

Why not bring a picnic to enjoy and make a day of it?

https://tickets.rct.uk/product/11/6034

