
Marish Academy Trust Newsletter 
NewsletterIssue 86 - Jan 2026

Page 1Issue 86 - Jan 2026

Message from the 
Senior Leadership Team

Dear Parents & Carers,

Happy New Year 2026 from the Marish Academy 
Trust staff team.

With a new year and fresh starts in mind, may I urge all 
parents and carers to maximise their child’s 
opportunities at school, by ensuring they attend every 
day and arrive promptly?

Best wishes for a very happy and prosperous 2026
Mrs Denham

We all know about the traffic in Slough, especially around our schools, but if 
we work together to park, drive and even walk, considerately, it makes 
everyone’s life much easier.  Children who consistently arrive in school on time, 
have a better start to their day and those who attend more than 95% of the 
time have considerably better outcomes, both now and into adulthood than 
those who miss out on even a few school days, especially in the primary phase. 
These outcomes transfer into life chances and what parent doesn’t want the 
best possible life chances for their child?

So, If you are having any difficulty getting your child into school for whatever 
reason, please talk to your child's teacher or another member of staff you 
trust. We know that sometimes this can be very challenging, or even 
embarrassing, but you are not alone and we will help you.

Let's make 2026 a really positive year for all our children, by working together 
in empowering partnership, including improving attendance and punctuality.
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We are delighted to share some wonderful images of our children 
demonstrating what it truly means to be part of the Marish Primary 
School community. Throughout the school, you will see our pupils 
being Motivated in their learning, showing Aspiration as they reach 
for their goals, displaying Resilience when facing challenges, 
being Inclusive  to everyone, celebrating their Success, and 
remaining Hope-filled about their futures. These photographs capture 
the heart of our school and show our values in action every single day.

We would love you to talk with your child about how your family 
incorporates these values into daily life at home. Perhaps you could 
discuss a time when they showed resilience by not giving up on 
something difficult, or how they've been inclusive by including a 
sibling or friend in an activity. Sharing these conversations helps 
reinforce the important character traits we are nurturing together.
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Over the past week, our pupils have been exploring what it means to 
treat everyone fairly and with respect. The children have been learning 

about the protected characteristics under the Equality Act 2010.

Through engaging discussions, the children have discovered how we are 
all RAISED differently – and how these differences help shape who we are 

today:

R – Religion or belief
A – Age

I – Identity (Gender)
S – Sexuality

E – Ethnicity (race)
D – Disability

Our pupils now understand that treating everyone with respect means 
not discriminating against, harassing or victimising anyone because of 

these characteristics.  They have explored how celebrating our differences 
and showing kindness to everyone creates a positive school community 

where all feel valued and included. This important learning helps our 
children develop into respectful, thoughtful individuals who understand 

that diversity makes our school – and our world – a richer place.
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These are our proud 
Diamond Pupils from the 

last half term.

The Diamond Pupil Award 
is for pupils who have 

consistently followed the 
Diamond Rules 

throughout the half term. 
The chosen children are 

treated to a special 
activity and treat with 

Miss Court and Mrs 
Denham in the first week 
back after the Christmas 

break.
They will also receive a 

Headteacher's Award and 
Certificate. 

Will it be you next time?



Marish Academy Trust Newsletter 
NewsletterIssue 86 - Jan 2026

SEN Unit Activities

Page 5Issue 86 - Jan 2026

Children have been exploring sensory stories during their Literacy 
lessons. One of their favourite stories has been Shark in the Park on a 

Windy Day. The children had great fun engaging with sensory 
resources and taking part in activities linked to the story, which helped 

bring the learning to life.
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This half term, linked to our theme of animals and spring, the children have been 
learning all about jungle animals. They began the week by reading Walking 

Through the Jungle, which sparked lots of excitement and curiosity. The children 
have enjoyed singing Down in the Jungle Where Nobody Goes, exploring and 

listening to different jungle animal sounds, and learning about which animals live 
in the jungle. They worked together to use their knowledge to create their very 
own jungle. The children also enjoyed observational paintings of jungle animals, 

creating their own tigers and snakes, and developing their scissor control by 
rescuing jungle animals that were tied up with string.
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Year 5 visited the Slough Hindu Temple as part of their Religious Education 
curriculum on Hinduism. The visit helped pupils deepen their understanding of 

Hindu beliefs and practices by making meaningful links between classroom 
learning and real-life worship.
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Year 5 have been busy writing Christmas cards to their partner school in Ghana, 
sharing festive wishes and learning about another culture. Year 6 have also 

enjoyed writing Christmas cards to their partner school in Mallorca, spreading 
seasonal cheer and strengthening their global links.



Marish Academy Trust Newsletter 
NewsletterIssue 86 - Jan 2026

RE

Page 9Issue 86 - Jan 2026

This year, Year 5 pupils have been learning about Hinduism, focusing on 
commitment to God and the belief that Brahman is present everywhere. To deepen 
their understanding, they will be visiting a temple to make links with their learning. 
They have also explored and compared different accounts of the Christmas story. 

Examples of pupils’ work below showcase their learning and understanding.



Marish Academy Trust Newsletter 
NewsletterIssue 86 - Jan 2026

Art

Page 10Issue 86 - Jan 2026

Year 3 are proudly showcasing their entries for the art competition 
inspired by Faith Ringgold, focusing on landscapes, family, and collage.
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Art Competition

The latest art competition based on the work of Japanese artist 
Yayoi Kusami was extremely popular! The entries were of a very 

high standard with children across the school creating 
imaginative and colourful collages, paintings, sketches and 

sculptures with great success.
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Yayoi Kusami is a Japanese artist 
who creates original paintings, 
sculptures and installations. She 
is famous for her use of polka 
dots which can be found 
everywhere in her work. She 
has always struggled with her 
mental health -designing and 
making her artwork allows Yayoi 
to keep this stable.
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Congratulations to the Year 6 dodgeball team on their fantastic performance. 
The team remained unbeaten across six matches, winning every game by at 

least three points. This is an impressive achievement, especially as it was their 
first competitive dodgeball event, including a strong win against the 

traditionally sporty Lynch Hill. Well done to all involved!
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PE Competition
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ILM - HUNGARIAN 
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Timings of the School Day

Soft start is from 8:15am to 8:30am for all year groups except Nursery.

SEN Unit:
Nursery:
Nursery full time 
Reception:
Year 1 and Year 2:
Year 3 and Year 4:
Year 5 and Year 6:

Doors open 8:15am to 8:45am and then at 3:00pm 
8:00 – 11:00am and 12:00pm – 3:00pm 
8:00am – 3:00pm 
8:30am – 3:15pm 
8:30am – 3:15pm 
8:30am – 3:25pm
8:30am – 3:25pm

Fees for Breakfast club and Meerkats

Ensure that you drop your child off at the designated entrance. Do not leave 
them unsupervised on the school grounds.

Full time only sessions, £2, parents still need to order and pay for school dinner in addition 
to this.
If you would like your child to attend Breakfast club or Meerkats you will need to apply for a 
space.  For more information or an application form, enquire at the school office.

Please note, there is a different payment schedule for Pupil Premium/ Free School Meal 
pupils. Please contact the office before applying.

All pupils must be booked in advance otherwise they will not be allowed to attend. If your 
child attends Meerkats without a booking you will be charged the late fee.
Children must not attend Breakfast Club without a booking as numbers are limited. Please 
book a week in advance.

You are required to sign your child in to Breakfast Club and out of Meerkats each day.

Meerkats Before 4pm After 4pm

£2 £5

Breakfast Club £1 per day -

Late collection £5 per 15 minutes -
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Playground Fundraising Initiative

We are excited to share that both schools will be fundraising throughout the year to 
support the purchase of new playground equipment. A variety of events will be held across 
the year to help us reach this goal. We look forward to your support and involvement in 
these upcoming activities.

A Polite Reminder to Parents and Carers

We kindly request that no dogs (or any other pets) are brought onto 
the school premises, even if they are being carried.

Please also ensure that bikes and scooters are not ridden anywhere 
within the school grounds. There have been a few concerns raised 
about near accidents involving pedestrians. When leaving bikes in 
the designated bike area, please make sure they are securely locked.

Additionally, we ask all parents and carers to be considerate of our neighbours during drop-
off and pick-up times. Please park responsibly and drive calmly and safely around the 
school.

Thank you for your cooperation in helping us maintain a safe and respectful environment 
for everyone.
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Parent Notices

Marish School Uniform
Our Marish school uniform is:

• Red Sweatshirt or cardigan

• Navy blue trousers, shorts or skirt

• White shirt or polo shirt

• Black sensible shoes (no boots, high heels or platforms)

• (Nursery – the above with dark coloured jogging bottoms)

• PE Kit – plain red T-Shirt (round neck or polo), navy/black shorts.

• A dark tracksuit (plain or with a small logo) to wear over the PE Kit for 

outdoor lessons in cold weather. Trainers/plimsolls are needed for all PE lessons.

All items of clothing must be clearly labelled with the child’s name.

The only jewellery allowed is one small stud in each ear, a watch and that which is 

a specific religious requirement. These must all be removed for PE. The child must 

take full responsibility for looking after these items. the school will accept no 

responsibility for their loss or damage.

PE and Games – PE is not an optional subject, it is a part of the national 

curriculum.

Swimming in KS2 – Swimming is not an optional subject. A letter with swimming 

costume requirements will be sent when your child is in year 4.
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Dear Parents/Carers,

We will be running a club during February half term for any children aged 5 and 

over. The Holiday Club will be open from Monday 16th February to Friday 20th 

February from 8.30 am-3.45pm.

This club will run at Marish School.

The costs are:

£25.00 per day per child 

£35.00 per day for 2 children

£45.00 per day for 3 children

£55.00 per day for 4 children

Please provide your child with a packed lunch.

The numbers will be limited so please return the slip as soon as possible. Clearly 

indicate which days your child (ren) will be attending so we can maintain 
appropriate staff-to-child ratios.

Full payment must be paid on Parent Pay by Friday 6th February  and is 
non-refundable.

The children will have lots of activities that they can participate in including 
cooking, art & craft, dance and fun sports. 

If you have any questions, please ring the office number and ask for Mrs Beard.

Yours sincerely
S Beard
Sharon Beard

Holiday Club Manager
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Healthy Lifestyle

Activities to keep fit at home
Exercise: Hank's 7-Tentacle Challenge

Players: 2 or more

Where to play? Indoor or Outdoors

How to play
1. You and your friends are going to be like Hank's tentacles, so line up 

and hold hands.

2. The first person shouts out a move, like "Jump!", then everyone 
does it together.

3. The next person repeats the move, then adds their own, like 
"Twist!". Everybody jumps then twists.

4. Keep repeating and adding moves – see if you can get to 7 in a row. 
If someone forgets a move or breaks the chain, then you have to 
start again.
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Healthy Lifestyle

Preparation time – 15 mins
Cooking time - 25 mins
Makes – 4 servings

Ingredients 

• 15g lower-fat spread
• 1 small onion, finely chopped
• 250g potatoes, scrubbed and 

chopped into small chunks
• 600ml reduced-salt vegetable stock
• 100g sweetcorn (fresh or tinned)
• 100g cooked chicken, chopped
• 300ml semi-skimmed milk
• 2 tablespoons cornflour, mixed with 

2 tablespoons cold water
• 2 tablespoons fresh parsley, chopped
• 1 pinch ground black pepper

https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/chicken-and-sweetcorn-soup/

CHUNKY CHICKEN AND SWEETCORN SOUP RECIPE

Method

1. Melt the spread in a large saucepan and gently cook the onion for 2 to 3 minutes, 
until starting to soften.

2. Add the potatoes and stock. Bring to the boil, then turn down the heat and simmer, 
part-covered, for about 20 minutes, or until the potatoes are tender.

3. Add the sweetcorn (drained if tinned), milk and chicken, and cook gently for 3 or 4 
minutes, stirring often.

4. Add the cornflour mixture and stir until thickened. Add the parsley (if using) and cook 
for another few moments. Ladle into bowls and serve with the rolls, if having.

Issue 86 - Jan 2026 Page 20
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Attendance

Jan  2026

Reception: 93.2%

Year 1: 95.4%

Year 2: 92.6%

Year 3: 96.1%

Year 4: 94.9% 

Year 5: 94.9%

Year 6: 93.2%

Target: 96%

Marish 

November’s 100% 
attendance

 reward was a pack of 
a malteasers!
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E-Safety
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Some Useful Information
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Some Useful Information
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