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Message from the 
Senior Leadership Team

Dear Parents & Carers,

I am absolutely delighted to be given the opportunity to 
contribute to this month’s newsletter. We came to the end 
of yet another busy and fulfilling last half term and we 
would like to thank all members of our school community 
for all your continued support and partnership. Working 
together has a vast positive impact on our children’s 
learning, encouraging them to thrive to the best they can. 

Warmest regards,
Mrs Mughal

It has been an exciting and a fun-filled half term with many events being in full 
swing, including Headteacher Coffee Mornings, parent workshops and PE 
tournaments, where Marish children have outshined, from Dodgeball to Gymnastics 
and Basketball. Last half term, we had an exciting opportunity to celebrate maths in 
a fun way as children took part in Maths Week. We ended the week with ‘Number 
Day,’ which was a huge success as children took part in an enterprise experience. We 
thank all members of our school community for your ongoing support to make our 
events successful and memorable for all our children.

As a reminder, please ensure children are bringing in a water bottle daily and are 
wearing the correct school uniform – clearly labelled. Please remember to join our 
upcoming Spring 2 parent workshops and watch out for these in the newsletters. 
These workshops are invaluable and will provide you with an insightful 
understanding of your child’s journey at school.

Thank you for your continued support, it is a pleasure to work alongside a wonderful 
community of parents and carers. I wish you all had a restful and an enjoyable half 
term!
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SU4 children enjoyed exploring the 
story, 'The Tree - Seasons Come, 
Seasons Go,’ with the support of 

visuals and communication boards. 
They also showed excellent focus 
during Attention Autism activities 

and took part in sensory play, 
exploring different seasons through 

a sensory tray while developing 
communication and engagement.
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Children in SEN Unit  explored 
water play linked to the theme of 
seasons and weather. They used 

a range of fine motor tools to 
pour, scoop and splash, while 

practising sharing and turn taking 
during the activity.
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During Maths Week, children enjoyed Young Enterprise 
Day. They set up their stalls, decorated them and sold 
items generously donated by parents, gaining valuable 

teamwork and money-handling experience.
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During Maths Week, 
parents had the 
opportunity to visit their 
child’s classroom and 
observe a maths lesson 
in action.
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During Maths 
Week, children 

researched 
famous 

mathematicians 
and created 
posters to 

showcase their 
achievements.
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Year 3 children became young artists as they explored the outdoors 
and created beautiful artwork using natural resources. Inspired by 

Andy Goldsworthy, they carefully selected leaves, sticks, stones, and 
petals to design eye catching patterns and sculptures. The activity 

encouraged creativity, teamwork, and a deeper appreciation of the 
natural world.
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BASKETBALL FESTIVAL
Marish and Willow took part in a basketball festival in Reading. The children 

had a great opportunity to practise their skills and played five matches, 
winning every one of them. It was wonderful to see how strong the Marish 

Academy Trust can be when schools support each other.
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GYMNASTICS SUCCESS
Fantastic news from the gymnastics competition held at Beechwood. Our Year 

1 & 2 team won 1st place (Gold Medal) with brilliant performances and our 
Year 3 & 4 team secured 4th place.
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Timings of the School Day

Soft start is from 8:15am to 8:30am for all year groups except Nursery.

SEN Unit:
Nursery:
Nursery full time 
Reception:
Year 1 and Year 2:
Year 3 and Year 4:
Year 5 and Year 6:

Doors open 8:15am to 8:45am and then at 3:00pm 
8:00 – 11:00am and 12:00pm – 3:00pm 
8:00am – 3:00pm 
8:30am – 3:15pm 
8:30am – 3:15pm 
8:30am – 3:25pm
8:30am – 3:25pm

Fees for Breakfast club and Meerkats

Ensure that you drop your child off at the designated entrance. Do not leave 
them unsupervised on the school grounds.

Full time only sessions, £2, parents still need to order and pay for school dinner in addition 
to this.
If you would like your child to attend Breakfast club or Meerkats you will need to apply for a 
space.  For more information or an application form, enquire at the school office.

Please note, there is a different payment schedule for Pupil Premium/ Free School Meal 
pupils. Please contact the office before applying.

All pupils must be booked in advance otherwise they will not be allowed to attend. If your 
child attends Meerkats without a booking you will be charged the late fee.
Children must not attend Breakfast Club without a booking as numbers are limited. Please 
book a week in advance.

You are required to sign your child in to Breakfast Club and out of Meerkats each day.

Meerkats Before 4pm After 4pm

£2 £5

Breakfast Club £1 per day -

Late collection £5 per 15 minutes -
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Playground Fundraising Initiative

We are excited to share that both schools will be fundraising throughout the year to 
support the purchase of new playground equipment. A variety of events will be held across 
the year to help us reach this goal. We look forward to your support and involvement in 
these upcoming activities.

A Polite Reminder to Parents and Carers

We kindly request that no dogs (or any other pets) are brought onto 
the school premises, even if they are being carried.

Please also ensure that bikes and scooters are not ridden anywhere 
within the school grounds. There have been a few concerns raised 
about near accidents involving pedestrians. When leaving bikes in 
the designated bike area, please make sure they are securely locked.

Additionally, we ask all parents and carers to be considerate of our neighbours during drop-
off and pick-up times. Please park responsibly and drive calmly and safely around the 
school.

Thank you for your cooperation in helping us maintain a safe and respectful environment 
for everyone.
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Marish School Uniform
Our Marish school uniform is:

• Red Sweatshirt or cardigan

• Navy blue trousers, shorts or skirt

• White shirt or polo shirt

• Black sensible shoes (no boots, high heels or platforms)

• (Nursery – the above with dark coloured jogging bottoms)

• PE Kit – plain red T-Shirt (round neck or polo), navy/black shorts.

• A dark tracksuit (plain or with a small logo) to wear over the PE Kit for 

outdoor lessons in cold weather. Trainers/plimsolls are needed for all PE lessons.

All items of clothing must be clearly labelled with the child’s name.

The only jewellery allowed is one small stud in each ear, a watch and that which is 

a specific religious requirement. These must all be removed for PE. The child must 

take full responsibility for looking after these items. the school will accept no 

responsibility for their loss or damage.

PE and Games – PE is not an optional subject, it is a part of the national 

curriculum.

Swimming in KS2 – Swimming is not an optional subject. A letter with swimming 

costume requirements will be sent when your child is in year 4.
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Activities to keep fit at home
Exercise: Crush and Squirt's Turtle Travel

Players: 1 or more

Where to play? Indoor or Outdoors

How to play

1. To get started you will need to make a Squirt-style turtle by filling up 
socks then tying them up. Use old newspaper, other socks or 
anything soft and light.

2. Lay out a T-shirt each on the floor, as this will be the current.

3. Everyone takes it in turns to be like Crush. Facing backwards, throw 
your turtle over your shoulder, aiming to land it on the current.

4. If you miss, you have to "paddle" on the current to get it back by 
crawling on your hands and knees.

5. Keep going until your turtle lands perfectly. If it's too easy, move your 
T-shirt further away!.
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Preparation time – 20 mins
Cooking time - 25 mins
Makes – 12 

Ingredients 

• 150g plain flour
• 1.5 teaspoons baking powder
• 50g caster sugar
• 100ml semi-skimmed milk
• 1 egg
• 1 teaspoon vanilla extract (optional)
• 40g lower-fat spread, melted
• 1 medium apple, peeled, cored and 

chopped
• 1 medium banana, mashed

https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/mini-apple-and-banana-muffins/

MINI APPLE AND BANANA MUFFINS RECIPE

Method

1. Preheat the oven to 200C (fan 180C, gas mark 6). Put 12 paper cases into a bun tray.

2. Sift the flour and baking powder into a mixing bowl, then stir in the sugar.

3. Put the milk, egg, vanilla extract and melted spread in a jug and beat together with a 
whisk. Add the wet mix to the dry ingredients, then add the apple and mashed 
banana. Stir until just combined. Do not overmix.

4. Spoon the mixture into the paper cases and bake for 20 to 25 minutes, until the 
muffins have risen and turned golden. Carefully remove the muffins in their paper 
cases from the bun try, and leave to cool on a wire rack.
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Attendance

Feb  2026

Reception: 86.3%

Year 1: 93.6%

Year 2: 92.5%

Year 3: 94.7%

Year 4: 94.4% 

Year 5: 96.1%

Year 6: 95.3%

Target: 96%

Marish 

November’s 100% 
attendance

 reward was a pack of 
a malteasers!
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