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Message from the 
Senior Leadership Team

Dear Parents & Carers,

Spring has arrived and exciting times 
are ahead for Marish Academy Trust.
As you know, since we started 
working with Pippins School a year 
ago, we have restructured how our 
leadership team works.

Miss Court is heading up Willow this 
year, supported by Mrs Quadir as 
Deputy Headteacher (DHT).

Warmest regards,
Mrs Denham and Miss Court

I have remained at Marish, supported by Mr Sinclair as DHT. 

Mrs Howe, who has been a DHT for almost 12 years, leaves us at the end of April to 
become an Early Years Ofsted Inspector. Please join with us in thanking her for her 
many years of service and wishing her every success in the future.

Change is sometimes challenging, but it always comes bearing gifts too. Two new 
additions to our leadership team are Mrs Sondh, who will take up a position as Head 
of School at Marish from April 2026. Mrs Sondh lives locally in Langley and has been 
working at Ryvers School for the last 10 years. 

At Willow, Mrs Kumar, who joined Marish Academy Trust in September, has been 
promoted to DHT as well. Both of them bring a wealth of experience and we are 
thrilled to have them strengthen our leadership team.

It has been a short and busy half term at Marish and Willow, but again there is a 
great deal to look forward to after the holiday. We wish all of our community a safe 
and refreshing holiday, with hopefully lots of sunshine. Thank you for your continued 
support.
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Marish Made ITV News

Years 5 and 6 had the exciting opportunity to attend the ParalympicsGB 
homecoming at Heathrow Airport following the Winter Paralympics. The 

children showed great enthusiasm through their cheering and support, which 
was appreciated by the athletes. They were delighted to receive autographs, 

t-shirts, and flags, with some also receiving items directly from the athletes. It 
was a memorable experience for all, leaving the children inspired by the 
athletes’ talent and determination. Marish also featured on ITV News.
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SEN Unit Activities

SU4 enjoyed a sensory storytelling session based on 
The Little Red Hen. Using props and puppets, the 
children brought the story to life while developing 
listening, communication and turn taking skills. They 
then explored a hands-on sensory activity with 
different textures and small world resources, 
supporting fine motor skills, creativity and social 
interaction. All pupils showed great enthusiasm.
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Maths Activities

Year 3 have been exploring units of 
measurement in Maths. They have been learning 
how to measure in millimetres and centimetres 
using a ruler. During this lesson, the children 
worked in pairs to carefully measure different 
items and record their findings using the correct 
units.
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Science Activities

Year 3 children carried out a permeability test with 
different types of rocks. They explored sedimentary, 

igneous and metamorphic rocks and tested which would 
not allow water through. They ensured a fair test by 
using a pipette and keeping the amount of water the 

same each time.

Issue 89 - March 2026

Marish Primary School Newsletter

Page 5Issue 89 - March 2026



Science Activities

Year 4 children investigated how sound travels over distance and through 
solids. They found that sound travelled better when the string was pulled 
tight and that it was clearer over shorter distances. They also learnt that 

sound travels more effectively through solids than air because particles are 
closer together. To keep the test fair, they kept their voice volume the same. 

The children enjoyed the activity and it helped them to understandhow 
sound travels in a telephone and why it is such a useful invention.
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Trip to Look Out Discovery Centre

Year 2 had a fantastic time on their trip to the Look Out Discovery Centre! 
The children took part in a range of hands-on science activities, giving 

them the chance to explore and learn in a fun and interactive way. They 
showed great curiosity, worked together brilliantly and were excited to try 

something new. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves and it was a 
wonderful day of learning outside the classroom! 
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Basil & Crew Reptile Visit

Reception children had the opportunity to take part in a wonderful hands-on 
learning experience when animals from Basil Farm visited them. Children 

observed and gently handled reptiles such as snakes, geckos, iguanas, bearded 
dragons and tortoises, showing great curiosity and enthusiasm. The children 

also examined snakeskin and a tortoise shell to learn more about animal 
structure. They behaved beautifully, with many showing great bravery. It was a 
valuable experience that supported their understanding of the natural world.
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Science Museum Trip

Year 5 enjoyed an exciting visit to the Science Museum, where they took part in 
interactive workshops and explored a range of hands-on exhibits. The trip 

brought their learning to life, allowing them to investigate scientific ideas in a 
practical and engaging way.
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Easter Cracked

Year 6 visited Langley 
Free Church for the 

Easter Cracked event. 
They listened to the 

Easter story and took part 
in a range of interactive 

activities. The pupils were 
engaged throughout and 
enjoyed learning about 

the meaning of Easter in 
a memorable way.
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Celebrating Myles’ Amazing Hockey Journey

Myles from Year 6 travelled to Canada two weeks ago with his hockey team to 
represent the UK at this year’s Special Hockey Tournament in Toronto.

The team is part of SPICE (Special People on Ice), a wonderful volunteer led 
organisation that supports children and young adults with additional needs by 

teaching them how to skate.
We are incredibly proud of Myles for this fantastic achievement and for 

representing both his team and the UK so brilliantly.
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Years 3 & 4 football teams from Marish and Willow took part 
in a tournament at St Bernard’s Preparatory School, Slough. 

The children showed excellent effort and determination 
throughout the day, supporting their teammates and 

learning from each match. It was wonderful to see their 
teamwork, enthusiasm, and enjoyment on the pitch, with all 

players demonstrating great potential for future games.

PE Activities
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ILM - DANISH
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Parent Sessions at Marish

Please check carefully where the workshops will be held. There is no 

requirement to reserve a place as all parents are welcome.
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Date Session Staff Lead Venue

14/04/26

Tuesday
Writing in Reception EYFS Staff

In reception classes.

08.30-09.00

All parents welcome

15/04/26

Wednesday
Writing in Reception EYFS Staff

In reception classes

15.30-16.00

All parents welcome

16/4/26

Thursday

Coffee and Cake with 
Headteacher

SEN Unit, EYFS and KS1

Mrs Denham and

Mrs Sondh Main Hall

8:30am

17/4/26

Friday

Coffee and Cake with 
Headteacher 

KS2

Mrs Denham and

Mrs Sondh

Main Hall

8:30am

22/4/26

Wednesday

PGL Parent Information 
Meeting

Year 6 parents only

Mr Alves

and Mr Rossiter

Main Hall

3:45pm

World Down Syndrome Day

During this week it was wonderful to celebrate World Down Syndrome Day on 

Monday 23rd March and see all the crazy socks! It has also been 

Neurodiversity Celebration Week. Shian Tucker, a parent in Marish has been 

inspired to raise money for Autism Awareness by walking 10,000 steps every 

day of this week. We know that this is a cause that is very important to many of 

our families. If you would like to show your support for Shian, please visit: 

 https://www.walkforautism.co.uk/fundraisers/shiantucker

where you can make a donation. Well done Shian!

https://www.walkforautism.co.uk/fundraisers/shiantucker


Holiday Club

Dear Parents/Carers,

We will be running a club during the Easter holiday for children aged 5 and 

over. The Holiday Club will be open from Monday 30th March to Friday 10th 

April from 8.30 am-3.45pm. Please note the will be no club on Friday  3rd 

April and Monday 6th April

This club will run at Marish School.

The costs are:

£25.00 per day per child 

£35.00 per day for 2 children

£45.00 per day for 3 children

£55.00 per day for 4 children

Please provide your child with a packed lunch.

The numbers will be limited so please return the slip as soon as possible. 

Clearly indicate which days your       child (ren) will be attending so we can 

maintain appropriate staff-to-child ratios.

Full payment must be paid on Parent Pay by Friday 13 March and is 

non-refundable.

The children will have lots of activities that they can participate in including 

cooking, art & craft, dance and fun sports. 

If you have any questions, please ring the office number and ask for Mrs 

Beard.

Yours sincerely
S Beard
Sharon Beard

Holiday Club Manager
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Parent Notices

Timings of the School Day

Soft start is from 8:15am to 8:30am for all year groups except Nursery.

SEN Unit:
Nursery:
Nursery full time 
Reception:
Year 1 and Year 2:
Year 3 and Year 4:
Year 5 and Year 6:

Doors open 8:15am to 8:45am and then at 3:00pm 
8:00 – 11:00am and 12:00pm – 3:00pm 
8:00am – 3:00pm 
8:30am – 3:15pm 
8:30am – 3:15pm 
8:30am – 3:25pm
8:30am – 3:25pm

Fees for Breakfast club and Meerkats

Ensure that you drop your child off at the designated entrance. Do not leave 
them unsupervised on the school grounds.

Full time only sessions, £2, parents still need to order and pay for school dinner in 
addition to this.
If you would like your child to attend Breakfast club or Meerkats you will need to apply 
for a space.  For more information or an application form, enquire at the school office.

Please note, there is a different payment schedule for Pupil Premium/ Free School Meal 
pupils. Please contact the office before applying.

All pupils must be booked in advance otherwise they will not be allowed to attend. If 
your child attends Meerkats without a booking you will be charged the late fee.
Children must not attend Breakfast Club without a booking as numbers are limited. 
Please book a week in advance.

You are required to sign your child in to Breakfast Club and out of Meerkats each day.

Meerkats Before 4pm After 4pm

£2 £5

Breakfast Club £1 per day -

Late collection £5 per 15 minutes -
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Parent Notices

Playground Fundraising Initiative

We are excited to share that both schools will be fundraising throughout the year to 
support the purchase of new playground equipment. A variety of events will be held 
across the year to help us reach this goal. We look forward to your support and 
involvement in these upcoming activities.

A Polite Reminder to Parents and Carers

We kindly request that no dogs (or any other pets) are brought onto 
the school premises, even if they are being carried.

Please also ensure that bikes and scooters are not ridden 
anywhere within the school grounds. There have been a few 
concerns raised about near accidents involving pedestrians. 
When leaving bikes in the designated bike area, please make 
sure they are securely locked.

Additionally, we ask all parents and carers to be considerate of our neighbours during 
drop-off and pick-up times. Please park responsibly and drive calmly and safely 
around the school.

Thank you for your cooperation in helping us maintain a safe and respectful 
environment for everyone.
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Parent Notices
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Parent Notices

Marish School Uniform
Our Marish school uniform is:

• Red Sweatshirt or cardigan

• Navy blue trousers, shorts or skirt

• White shirt or polo shirt

• Black sensible shoes (no boots, high heels or platforms)

• (Nursery – the above with dark coloured jogging bottoms)

• PE Kit – plain red T-Shirt (round neck or polo), navy/black shorts.

• A dark tracksuit (plain or with a small logo) to wear over the PE Kit for 

outdoor lessons in cold weather. Trainers/plimsolls are needed for all PE lessons.

All items of clothing must be clearly labelled with the child’s name.

The only jewellery allowed is one small stud in each ear, a watch and that which 

is a specific religious requirement. These must all be removed for PE. The child 

must take full responsibility for looking after these items. the school will accept 

no responsibility for their loss or damage.

PE and Games – PE is not an optional subject, it is a part of the national 

curriculum.

Swimming in KS2 – Swimming is not an optional subject. A letter with swimming 

costume requirements will be sent when your child is in year 4.
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Healthy Lifestyle

Activities to keep fit at home
Exercise: Gazelle's Try Everything

Players: 2 or more

Where to play? Indoor or Outdoors

How to play

1. In pairs, stand opposite each other and hold each other's left hands. 
You must now squat down without letting go or touching the floor. 
Repeat 10 times.

2. Now swap hands and repeat 10 times.

3. Try again, this time with 1 foot out in front of you, again not touching 
the floor. Repeat 10 times.

4. Finally get into a press-up position, hands opposite each other. After 
each press-up, high-five each other. Repeat on the opposite side.

5. Can you and your partner keep going for at least 10 minutes?
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Healthy Lifestyle

Preparation time – 25 mins
Cooking time - 10 mins
Makes – 2

Ingredients 

• 2 tablespoons low-fat natural yoghurt
• 2g tomato puree
• 2 teaspoons tikka masala curry paste
• 150g skinless uncooked chicken 

(thigh or breast), cut into strips
• 1 teaspoon vegetable oil
• 2 wholemeal pitta breads
• 2 handfuls shredded lettuce leaves
• 2 handfuls cherry tomatoes, halved

https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/finger-licking-chicken-pittas/

FINGER LICKING CHICKEN PITTAS

Method
1. Mix together the yoghurt, tomato puree and curry paste. Add the 

chicken and toss to coat. Cover and refrigerate for 15 minutes to 
marinate.

2. Preheat a non-stick frying pan over a medium heat. Add the teaspoon 
of vegetable oil.

3. Put the marinated chicken pieces into the heated pan and stir-fry 
over a medium heat until cooked but still juicy (about 5 to 8 minutes).

4. Warm and split open the pitta breads and fill them with shredded 
lettuce. Add the cooked chicken, then serve with cherry tomatoes.
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Attendance

March  2026

Reception: 86.3%

Year 1: 93.6%

Year 2: 92.5%

Year 3: 94.7%

Year 4: 94.4% 

Year 5: 96.1%

Year 6: 95.3%

Target: 96%

Marish 

November’s 100% 
attendance

 reward was a pack of 
a malteasers!
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E-Safety
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Some Useful Information
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Some Useful Information
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